   Учебный материал                                                                                  
                                       Famous People of Krasnoyarsk
Nowadays Krasnoyarsk is a great cultural center of Siberia. Many prominent people contributed a lot into the development of its culture. We can't help mentioning such great people as the artists V.I.Surikov and D.Karatanov; the writers V. P. Astafiev and R.H. Solntsev; the sportsmen I. Yarygin and D. Mindiashwili; the ballet dancers N. Chekhovskaya and V. Polushin; the musicians I.V. Shpiller and D.A. Khvorostovskiy. All of them brought glory to our city. 

                                                           ***
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     We can’t but say some words about N. P. Rezanov whose name is closely connected with the great past of our city. 
      In 1802 Nikolai was appointed the ambassador in Japan and the leader of the First Russian round-the-world expedition (1803-1806). The expedition began on the 7th of August (the 26th of July in old chronology) in 1803. The main purposes were: to establish relations with Japan and to inspect Russian America (Alaska).  By his efforts Alaska, Sakhalin, Kuril Isles were retained for the fatherland. 

        Rezanov became a close friend to the commandant  Presidio’s family (of a fortress) in San Francisco. Being perfectly educated and well-mannered, Rezanov fascinated the daughter of the commandant of San Francisco, beautiful Concepsion de Arguello (Conchita). They fell in love with each other and the story about their love  became a legend.

      The date of the wedding was not determined because the groom had to return to St. Petersburg and ask his Emperor to petition for the marriage permission before the Rome Pope. Nikolai Petrovich promised Conchita and her parents to return in 2 years’ time and find the family happiness. 
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N. P. Rezanov left America in 1806. They departed on horses. The frosts and snow were on their way, Rezanov caught a cold in Yakutsk and was treated during ten days there. On a cold day on his way to Krasnoyarsk Nikolai Petrovich fell off the horse and hit his head. On the 1st of March in 1807 N. P. Rezanov died at the age of 42 in Krasnoyarsk. 
On October 28, 2000 in the Trinity churchyard of Krasnoyarsk on N. P. Rezanov’s grave there appeared  the memorial to Rezanov. It is made in the form of the white cross, on one side of it is written “Nickolai Petrovich Rezanov 1764 — 1807. I will never forget you”, on the other side — “Maria Concepcion de Arguelio 1791 — 1857. I will see you never more”. 
                                                   ***
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Nowadays more famous people appear in Krasnoyarsk. Dmitriy Khvorostovskiy is a popular singer who made Krasnoyarsk famous all over the world. Khvorostovskiy's life  unites two cities, London and Krasnoyarsk. 
Music surrounded Dmitriy since early childhood. At 16 Dima graduated from school. He didn't know what career to choose. After finishing the Gorky musical professional school, Dima graduated from the Institute of Arts (now the state Academy of Music and Theatre), where his teacher was well known professor Y.K. Ioffel. At the beginning of his career Dmitriy sang at our Opera House, where his famous parts were Onegin and Yeletskiy. By the way, it was the part of Yeletskiy that brought Dmitriy the first place at the BBC International Vocal contest in Cardiff, the UK. Thus Dima's ties with the UK began. After that contest Dmitriy became the world - famous singer. He travelled all over the world and sang in European countries, the USA, Israel, Moscow and St. Petersburg. 
Dmitriy was invited to work at many theatres of Italy, the UK, New York, but he refused to work at one theatre, he preferred to travel all over the world, to sing everywhere. That's why Dmitriy worked hard, he signed the endless contracts. He couldn’t often come to Krasnoyarsk. But from time to time he visited our city and gave concerts for his countrymen. 
He admitted that he would never change his citizenship, he would be a Russian man forever and only Russia would be his Motherland.
Unfortunately, in 2017 at the age of 56 Dmitriy died after a long illness. Now The Opera and Ballet House (the place where he started his career) is called in honor of this great person.
                                                ***
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We can’t but mention one more famous person of Krasnoyarsk whose name is known practical by everyone, Victor Astafiev. He was born on the 1st of May in 1924 in the village Ovsyanka. He was the third child in the   family, but his sisters died in their childhood. His early years could not be called happy and easy. His mother died when he was 7. His father married for the second time, but Victor was not welcomed in that family. So, he spent practically all his childhood in the boarding house.

When he grew older he worked as a guard at the railway station “Yenisey”. In 1942 he joined the army. V. Astafief had a lot of medals at the end of the war.
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His works realistically expressed the days of soldiers who took part in a war, the ones who were not afraid of being killed defending their Motherland. In 1968 V. Astafiev has become a member of the Union of Writers of the USSR. His works were known not only by people of Siberia,but were recognized all over the world.
In 2001 Victor Astafiev died. He was buried not far from the village Ovsyanka. There are lots of things that remind us of this great person. You can visit Astafiev Literature Museum in the center of Krasnoyarsk or in Ovsyanka and enjoy the joyful spirit of masterpieces of our countryman. You can see different monuments to V. Astafiev in and around our city. The “Tsar-fish” – the magnificent monument that makes us remember about a great writer Victor Astafiev!
                      Glossary:
· prominent - выдающийся
· to contribute - вносить вклад 

· can't help mentioning - нe могу не упомянуть

· to sign a contract – подписывать контракт

· countryman – земляк
· to establish relations – устанавливать отношения
·  to retain –  сохранять

· ambassador – посол

· to fascinate – очаровывать

· groom - жених

· commandant – начальник, командир
· to determine - определять

·  marriage permission – разрешение на женитьбу
· citizenship - гражданство
· to admit - признавать
Практические задания  по теме  «Famous People of Krasnoyarsk»
Task 1. Read the text. Decide who these sentences are about. Put R   

      for N.P.Rezanov, K for D. Khvorostovskiy, A for V.P. Astafiev

      One sentence is extra.

1.
His education and good manners fascinated Conchita.      ________

2.
He took part in the war                                                        _________

3.
He made the First Russian round-the-world expedition     ._______

4.
He was good at writing books.                                            ________

5.
He began his career at the Opera House.                            _________

Task 2.  Make the sentences complete.

1. The main purpose of Rezanov’s expedition was …

        a) to get the marriage permission.

        b) to establish relations with Japan.

        c) to find love.

2. Thanks to N.P.Rezanov some isles…

        a) were sold to America.

        b) belonged to Russia.

        c) were offered to Japan.

3. D. Khvorostovskiy refused to work at the theatre because …

       a) he likes to travel all over the world.

       b) work is hard there.

       c) he didn’t want to sign the contract.

4. D. Khvorostovskiy won’t change his citizenship because …

       a) he has no time to come to Krasnoyarsk.

       b) He doesn’t like to live in London

       c) He is proud of his Motherland.

5. V. Astafiev was good at describing….

       a) the life in the boarding house.

       b) the work at the railway station.

       c) patriotism of soldiers during the war.
Task 3. Fill in the gap making the correct form of the word.

1. He …from the state Academy of Music and Theatre.
GRADUATION

2. The girl … with his brightness.

     FASCINATE

3.  He doesn’t want to change his … .
     SITIZEN
4. His parents didn’t give him … to marry.

PERMIT

5. They tried to establish … with their friends.
     RELATE

